MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

They pointed out the risk of an enemy offensive, an
offensive which had been prepared for a month past, and
of which they were well aware when they started fighting.
They exhorted everyone to accord, when precisely, during
this campaign, they were using every possible means of
sowing discord and reducing the strength of other political
parties and syndicates.

On the morning of the isth, the rebel forces went back
to their positions, and the principal commanders having
taken flight, we then proceeded rapidly to relieve those
Communist commanders and officers and commissars,
who would not offer guarantees.

The Council, wishing to avoid bloodshed, tried to
reduce the number of death sentences to a minimum. On
this account I authorised Colonel Ortega to advise the
leaders, commanders and Communist commissars who had
been principally concerned, that they should get out of
Spain as quickly as possible. Colonel Ortega told me that
he had made this suggestion, and he thought it would be
followed. Nevertheless, there were some who stayed in
their positions until the last moment, and among them
those most to blame, Lt.-Col. Barcel6 ard Commissar
Conesa.

Once the struggle was over, the Council, which had
already discussed the point, met to consider the important
problem of sentences. The general opinion was in favour
of the greatest clemency, death sentences being reduced to
an absolute minimum.

The Council approved death sentences for Barcelo and